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RECENT GVN AND US STATEMENTS ON A PEACE SETTLEMENT 

\ 

1 . President Nixon, June 30 

In report to the nation on Camb^odia, President Nixon said: 

"We search for a political solution that reflects the will of the 
namese people and allows them to determine their future without outside 
interference. 

"We recognize that a fair political solution should reflect the existing 
relationship of political forces. 

"We pledge to abide by the outcome of the political process agreed upon 
by the South Vietnamese. " 



2. Secretary Rogers, July 5 

In remarks at TCC meeting in Saigon, the Secretary said: 

"We have not received any signal from the enemy that it has any interest 
in negotiation. We have no secret discussions under way with the enemy. " 
The Secretary also stated that with respect to peace negotiations there 
had been "no disagreements of any kind" between USG and GVN "since the 
Nixon administration took over". (SECRET) 


3. Secretary Rogers, July 7 

In replying to reporters' questions upon leaving Saigon, the Secretary 
said "the term 'coalition government' as used by the communists means 
that the duly-elected government of the Republic of Viet-Nam would be 
replaced by those selected by the communists. They would be thrown out 
and others put in. The US has never even entertained that idea and we 
have no intention of entertaining that idea. We have also taken the posi- 
tion that we think the future- -political future- -of South Viet-Nam has to 
be determined by the people of South Viet-Nam. And we have said that 
any kind of a settlement that is negotiated by the South Vietnamese would 
be acceptable by the US. . . And President Nixon has made it clear that we 
will not accept anything that will throw out the duly- elected government of 
the Republic of Viet-Nam by imposition of the communists or anybody else 
for that matter. " 
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In an interview with semi-official Viet-Nam press, Foreign Minister Lam 
stated "we have found thus far no indications of a possible cease-fire 
within this year. We do not know for sure whether and when a cease- 
fire would be possible in South Viet-Nam. " Lam also said he had not 
been informed of any move by the US toward secret negotiations with 
Hanoi, but if any such initiative were taken it would be welcomed as 
helping bring peace. He also expressed confidence that if such negotia- 
tions led to any result, the GVN would be informed and consulted. 


5. President Thieu, July 15 

In impromptu remarks in Kien Phong Province, as reported by Viet-Nam 
Press, President Thieu "affirmed again that the unique position of the 
RVN is that it will not accept any form of coalition government. " The 
President also "believes firmly that a minority of people leading indul- 
gent lives at present who have stupid notions concerning peace will be 
eliminated by the people. " 


6. Secretary Rogers, July 15 

In a July 15 Washington news conference, Secretary Rogers said "there 
is a probability that somewhere along the line the other side will want to 
negotiate. The more successful the Vietnamization program is, we believe, 
the greater the incentive will be for the enemy to negotiate, because 
otherwise he comes out empty handed. If he decides that the program 
is going to work and he can get a fair deal in an election so that he will 
have a proportionate representation, then he might decide to negotiate. " 

In replying to a question on the necessity of elections, the Secretary said 
"that any solution in Viet-Nam that is worked out by the Vietnamese would 
be acceptable to the US. " 


7 . Foreign Minister Lam, July 17 

In a July 17 Saigon television interview, when asked about rumors that 
Secretary Rogers on his recent Saigon visit had requested SVN to accept 
a new peace solution, Lam said that any new initiative would require the 
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approval of both governments. Lam added it was too early to discuss 
the content of the Thieu-Rogers talks except to say that they had been 
very constructive. Asked about reports that Soviet Vice Foreign Min- 
ister Firyubin while in India had proposed an enlarged Geneva confer- 
ence, Lam responded that he had no information except news stories. 

He expressed hope that they were accurate, and said SVN would cer- 
tainly take part in any new conference to seek peace. 


8. President Thieu, July 17 


In an impromptu press conference at Neak Luong, Cambodia, Thieu 
said he saw no prospects for progress at Paris as long as the other 
side maintained its unacceptable conditions. He also said that the 
GVN had "no new peace initiatives whatever" and that he had only 
discussed already- existing initiatives with Secretary Rogers. 


9.- Foreign Ministry Statement, July 17 



In response to questions asked by a local editor, the Foreign Ministry 
issued statement saying that North Vietnamese would accept to seriously 
negotiate only after they realized they could not take over South Viet- Nam 
by force. The statement also noted that a fixed timetable of US troop 
withdrawals from South Viet- Nam would be tantamount to encouraging 
the communists to refuse serious negotiation. "However, if tomorrow 
the communists stop their infiltration, intervention and aggression in 
South Viet- Nam and if adequate measures are adopted to guarantee a 
lasting peace, then all allied troops could be withdrawn. " 


1 0. President Thieu, July 19 

Responding to question on possible differences between GVN and US 
positions on coalition government, Thieu during a Face the Nation 
interview said that declarations by Secretary Rogers and certain Sena- 
tors had created some misunderstanding. Thieu said the Vietnamese 

position was very clear--the Vietnamese would never accept a coalition 
government imposed by anyone. Asked if elections were the only way 

to ratify a political solution, Thieu said they were the fairest way but 
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that if the communists wished to talk seriously and offer another method, 
the South Vietnamese would discuss it. 
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11. President Nixon, July 20 

At an impromptu Washington press conference on July 20, President 
Nixon said that under no circumstances would the US "attempt to nego- 
tiate an imposed coalition government in South Viet- Nam". The Presi- 
dent also stated that once elections had been held the resulting govern- 
ment should "be worked up by the elected officials”, but should not be 
determined in advance. 


12. Vice President Ky, July 21 

During July 21 trip to I Corps, Vice President Ky told newsmen that 
the appointment of Ambassador Bruce was ’’nothing but an act aimed 
at relieving the pressure caused by anti-war groups in the US", and 
that it was doubtful that the appointment would result in "progress or 
concrete results". 
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13. President Thieu, July 21 * -1 
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Speaking at Vung Tau President Thieu said that those advocating an end 
to the war by the neutralization of all Indochina lack wisdom and "are 
holding the knife by the blade". The President labeled proponents of an j 

immediate unconditional cease-fire as "stupid". He did not, however, ! 

" t 

rule out a conditional cease-fire: He said the communists must first be 
willing to end infiltration and tactical movements, and that an effective I 

international referee committee would need to be activated to ensure the 
compliance of the other side. Thieu also dismissed a coalition govern- 
ment as a communist scheme to take over South Viet-Nam. 


* According to local press reports, Oppositionist Deputy Ly Quy Chung 
on July 20 had renewed his proposals for the neutralization of the whole 
of Indochina. Chung reportedly called for: 1) withdrawal under inter- 
national supervision of all alien troops from the four Indochinese coun- 
tries; 2) the banning of military alliances; 3) withdrawal of North Viet- 
namese troops from the South. 
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